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THE MICROBIBLIOPHILE©  welcomes letters to the Editor,  Display 

and Classified advertising, and all news about miniature books, miniature 

book publishers,  authors, printers , binders, and the book arts.  Please 

contact the editor at  the address shown on our t itle page for further 

information about  submission of articles for publication, and 

subscriptions.  Reviews will be published of all new miniature books 

submitted to the Microbibliophile.   

Email: editor@microbibliophile77.com 

Content Deadline for the March, 2011 issue:   February 01, 2011 

Advertising Rates: (per issue)  

Full Page - 5.50” x 7.50” $100.00 

One Half Page - 5.50” x 3.75”  $50.00 

One Quarter Page - 2.75” x 3.75” $30.00 

Classified - Up to 250 characters included nulls,  no charge !   

Business Cards –  no charge till  June 2011, then $8.00 !  

  

Subscription Rates: (6 issues)  

$36.00/year--USA--First Class mail    

$42.00/year--Canada--First  Class mail  

$46.00/year--Overseas airmail  

 

Checks must be in U.S. funds and drawn on an American bank.  

      Please make checks payable to:  ‘The Microbibliophi le’  and mail to:  

      

   The Microbibliophile    

P. O. Box 5453  

North Branch, NJ 08876  

U.S.A. 
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A Note from the Old Farmhouse:  

     My message comes with a mixture of sadness and joy as well  as with hope 

for the future of the Microbibliophil e.  Some of you may already know, as word 

travels across the WEB, that  Jon suffered a catastrophic brain injury as  a result  

of anesthesia during a routine surgery in March of 2010. Though now residing 

in an adult  care facil i ty,  Jon st i l l  spends many of his days ‘lost’  in the world of  

the past  where books were his passion. He has fretted over  the many aspects of  

the Miniature Book Society and worried about his role in the Conclave; 

wondering if  al l  was going well .  He spends his hours “on book trips” meeting 

wonderful people and searching stacks of books for that  l i t t le gem. After f if ty 

years immersed in books i t  is  no wonder among them is  where he seeks solace.  

 

     In  the meantime, J im Brogan  contacted me with a request  to  help with the 

process of publishing the Microbibliophile once again. Since i t  is  an excellent 

venue for art isans of the trade to showcase their  works and the cur ious to learn, 

I was more than glad to hear from Jim and agree with his offer for  assistance. 

With my blessing and hopefully some help from the followers of the miniature 

book world, J im has delved into the world of publishing this truly unique 

newsletter.  I would encourage all  who treasure and enjoy the world of miniature 

books to lend a hand whenever possible so that  J im and Jon’s treasured 

“Microbib” will  enjoy longevity  and the support  of shared knowledge that  have 

always been i ts corner stone.  

 

With warm regards,  

Sherry Mayo 
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Greetings From The Squeaky Roll Top Desk: 

 

     In March of  1977,  the fir st  i ssue of the MIROBIBLIOPHILE was published by Mr.  

Rober t  F.  Hanson.  His opening words  were:  

 

“This newslet ter is  intended to  uncover information,  bo th current  and histor ica l ,  

about minia ture  books  in the ir many aspects.  Reader’s contribut ions,  o ffered as 

further assistance in this reg ard are always welcome.”  

 

     Twenty years la ter ,  in January of 1997,  Jon Mayo took over  the duties o f  the  

editor  and publisher  of  the Microbib liophile .  Jon’s opening words  were:  

 

“I apprec iate your support  and your vote  of  confidence as I  begin our  new y ear.”  “If  

you have ideas,  suggest ions,  th ings  that  you would l ike to  see publ ished,  comments 

or cr i t ic i sms;  I  would l ike to  hear f rom you.”  

 

     These two sta tements,  sum up in essence,  the hear t  and soul  o f the 

Microb ibl iophi le ,  what  i t  i s ,  i t s  purpose ,  and the  secret  for  continued success,  and of 

course the  value that  i t  provides to  you,  our  cus tomers.  Here  we are  almost  33  years 

since the f irs t  issue ,  a t  another  mi les tone,  the thi rd  edi tor .  Let  me introduce mysel f,  

my name is  James M. Brogan.  My chi ldre n and grandchi ld  a l l  have d i fferent  names for  

me but  p lease ca l l  me J im.  I  have  been a book collector  fo r  a  long t ime but  rea l ly  

became an act ive miniature  book co llector  about  six  years ago.  I  have made the 

acquaintance of many wonder ful  people in the wor ld o f minia ture  books and  hope to  

continue meet ing more  great  people ,  our  readers.  I  hope that  I  wi l l  be able to  exceed  

your  expecta t ions as your  edi tor  and br ing you a weal th o f va luab le informat ion 

rela ted to  the wor ld o f minia ture  books.   Rober t  and Jon  have done an excel lent  job 

over  the  years,  I  only hope to  be  able to  cont inue the ir  long and fruit ful  t radi t ion 

engrained wi thin the pages o f  the  MICROBIBLIOPHILE.  

     P lease feel  free to  send me a message,  email  or  sna il  mai l ,  and let  me  kno w your  

thoughts,  ideas,  suggestions,  and  subject  content  that  you would l ike to  see publ ished.  

Welco me Back to the Microbibl iophile ,  

       
Email: editor@microbibliophile77.com 
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Food For Thought: 

 
“Those of us who l ive and move among books are probably among the happi est  ear thly 

crea tures for  we are more apt  than o thers to  learn thei r  lessons and  l ive by thei r  

tene ts .”  

 
-Msg r .  F ran c i s  J .  Web e r  

 Dec emb er  9 ,  1 9 7 7  

 Azu sa  Pac i f i c  Co l l ege  

 

 

A Miniature Book Review:  

     A Gipsy Caravan ,  by Peter  and Donna Thomas 2010.  The t ext  i s  from “Wind in  

the Wi llows”  by Kenneth Grahame .  Watercolor  i l lustrat ions  and cal l igraphy by Donna 

have been color  cop ied on Peter 's  handmade paper ,  a  t reasure in i t sel f .  The paper  

seems to  make t he journey come al ive on the pages.  Pe ter  and Donna hav e aga in 

provided a  fine  example  of just  what  talented book ar t is t s  they are .  The  book is  a  case 

bound accord ion book and covered us ing gypsy pr int  clo th,  has a  leather  spine and a 

handmade,  by Donna,  porcelain medall ion beauti ful ly se t  in to  the front  cover .   The  

i l lus tra t ions are so wel l  done  tha t  they seem to d raw you into  the journey of the 

color ful  gipsy caravan,  the landscapes viewed from it s  windo ws as wel l  as the fo ld -up 

table,  the lockers,  and b ins inside the  wagon,  a l l  of the many l i t t le  de ta i l s .  Yo u can 

jus t  hear  the hanging po ts ‘clanking’ as  the  wagon moves  down the road .  The actual  

text  i s  from the “Wind in the Wil lows” but  is  cer tainly representat ive o f  the journey 

that  Pe ter  and Donna sta r ted in Apr il  2010,  which is  the  adventures o f the wonder ing 

book ar t is t s ,  cr i sscross ing the country in their  gipsy wagon,  del iver ing talks and 

workshops as  well  as co llaborat ing wi th  book ar t i st s  and  pr inters a long the way.   

“There  you are!  Cried the toad.   There’s  real  l i fe  for you,  embodied in  that  l i t t le  

car t” .  I  would expect  the journeys  o f  the  wondering book ar t i s ts  to  be the source and 

insp ira t ion of  addi t ional  miniature volumes from Peter  and Donna.  The Gipsy Caravan 

wil l  be  a  showpiece in your  col lec t ion.  2  5/8” x 2  1/8”,  26  accordion pages,  150  

copies,  each numbered and signed $75.    

     Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  f o r  Pe t e r  a n d  Do n na  Th o ma s ,  2 60  1 5 t h  S t ree t ,  S a nta  Cru z ,  CA 9 5 0 62  o r  

p e t e ra n dd o nn a @cru z io . co m  

 

 

mailto:peteranddonna@cruzio.com
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Why Miniature Books, by Anne C Bromer ,   
     (Rep r in t ed  wi th  p er mi ss i on  f r om Sou th ea s t e rn  An t iq u in g  an d  Col l ec t i n g  Maga zin e ,  Sep t emb er  

2 0 1 0 ,  www.an t iq u in gmaga zin e . c om )  

 

People have a lways  been fascina ted by ext remes:  the highest  mountain,  the    

ta l lest  bui lding,  the o ldest  person,  and th e smal les t  objects.  Minia ture books are o ften 

represented as book col lect ing in the extreme.   They are genera l ly def ined as 

measuring a  maximum of three  inches in ei ther  he ight  o r  width.  Some are much 

smaller  and are col lec ted by do llhouse  fanc iers for  the ir  minia ture l ib rar ies.  Those  

one- inch,  micro -minia tures are,  in fact ,  on the outer  edges  o f book co llect ing,  but  

most  minia tures are not  extreme a t  a l l  and are easi ly read wi thout a  magnifying glass.  

I f  you square o ff  a  two -inch block of  type in a  newspap er  column or  on a page in a  

paperback,  you wi l l  be  reading a type size that  i s  simi lar  to  tha t  in a  miniature book.  

Since the 15 t h  century,  thousands of texts  were pr inted  in miniature formats.  

Because they invi te  a t tent ion to  every minute de tai l  –  the f ineness o f the  paper ,  the 

clar i ty o f  the  engravings ,  the s ize o f  the  type  and the a r t is t ic  bind ings –  pr inters have 

accep ted the chal lenge to  crea te these int imate volumes.  They were also used to  t rain 

pr int ing apprentices;  the  theory being tha t  i f  you can p r int  and bind a miniature book 

wel l ,  you wi l l  bet ter  succeed in pr int ing ful l -s ized volumes.  

How does one descr ibe minia ture  Books?   Let  me count the ways!  They are 

dis t inct ly beauti ful  and  unusually fascinat ing.  They provide  prac tical  informat ion,  as 

in  the  annual  minia ture almanacs which f lour ished in Europe from the 17 t h  to  the  19 t h  

centur ies.  They were used for  propaganda purposes in the formal Sovie t  Union and for  

poli t ical  campaigns in the United States.  The  range  of subjects exp lored  in minia ture 

books i s  as  var ied as those in standard - size vo lumes.  Nearly every human endeavor  

has reached their  pages.  There are miniatures  o f  Greek and Lat in c lass ics,  cookery,  

rel igion,  t rave l  guides,  books for  chi ldren,  and x -rated texts for  adults .  Miniature 

books have made impor tant  contr ibutions to  the world o f  books and to  the wor ld in 

genera l .  

History changed because of Abraham Linco ln.  Our sixteenth President  chose  the  

format o f  smal l  minia ture pamphlets to  announce  the most  impor tant  change  of his 

pres idency and in  American society.  The Emancipation Proclamation  was pr inted  in 

minia ture  form f irs t  as a  prel iminary document and then as the p roclamat ion i tsel f .  

Sl ight ly tal ler  than three inches  in size,  these  pamphle ts announced the end  of 

slavery.  Pr inted  by Linc oln’s  abol i t ionis t  fr iend,  John Murray Forbes o f  Boston,  i t  i s  

believed that  a  mi l l ion copies were issued in December 1862  and again in January 

1863.  Copies o f these eight -page,  l ightweight ,  minia ture books were given to  the 

Union sold iers to  carry in thei r  knapsacks and distr ibute as they trave led  the 

countrys ide .  

http://www.antiquingmagazine.com/
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The fir s t  book on b ir th cont rol  measures 2  7 /8 by 2 ½ inches.  Frui ts  of  

Philosophy ,  or  The Private Companion o f  Young  Married People  i s  the f irs t  medical  

text  o f  any size treat ing the subject  o f contracep tion.  I t  was highly controvers ial  in 

1832 when f ir st  pub lished.  I t s  author ,  Dr.  Charles Knowlton,  did  no t  inc lude his name 

on the t i t le  page,  as he suspec ted tha t  his work would run counter  to  the  soc ia l  

propriet ies o f the day.  Indeed,  he was corr ec t  about  i ts  lack of public  acceptance and 

was  fined and impr isoned for  depravity and corrupt ing minds wi th his theories.  

A minia ture book was aboard the  Apollo  11 Mission to  the moon in 1969.  The 

Autobiography  of  Robert  Hutchings Goddard,  Father of  the S pace Age  measures 2  7 /8 

inches tal l  and  pays  homage to  the  man who invented rocket  propuls ion.  When the 

handsome leather  volume,  one of an ed it ion of 1 ,926 copies,  returned from space,  

Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin  Jr . ,  commander  o f the spacecraf t ,  presented the cop y to  the 

Goddard Library at  Clark Univers i ty in Worcester ,  Massachuset t s .  There the ce lest ial  

object  remains today.  

Miniature books were used as president ia l  campaign l i te rature.  Zachary Taylor ,  

Franklin Pierce ,  and Theodore Roosevelt  a l l  ran for  president  using miniature 

poli t ical  t rac ts to  skewer the ir  opponents  and tout  the ir  o wn accomplishments.  

Franklin Delano Roosevelt ,  the  only pres ident  to  collec t  minia ture books,  

amassed a grouping of 750 vo lumes on history,  the class ics,  f ishing and  children’s 

l i tera ture.  Only one pres ident  par t ic ipated in  the  publishing of a  miniature book,  in  

fact ,  two minia ture edi t ions.  Two speeches o f Pres ident  Gerald R.  Ford form the texts  

of Global Stab il i ty ,  which i s  a  message of  wor ld  peace  publ ished in  1980,  and The 

Tenth  Convention  i s  remarks made at  the Republ ican National  Convention in New 

Orleans in 1988 .  Both books are signed  by President  Ford.  

Miniature a lmanacs were once the equiva lent  o f  today’s  d igital  appointment 

devices.  They were designed  for  beauty as well  as funct ional i ty,  bound in sumptuous  

lea thers or  decora ted in needlework b indings.  They l i s t  ast ronomical  events,  inc luding 

the ecl ipses  o f the moon,  currency exchanges,  names of  bishops and kings,  and  the  

schedule o f  the  t ides.  A ser ies o f annual  miniature a lmanacs were produced in London 

for  near ly 250 years ,  one of the longest  publ icat ion runs in history.  Each of these  

two-inch vo lumes begins wi th  an engraving of a  build ing or  monument in London.  

Archi tectura l  his tor ians are ab le to  trace  two -and one -hal f  centur ies  o f English 

archi tec ture through these almanacs.  

Thumb Bib les ,  no b igger  in size than one’s thumb, are the most  frequent ly pr inted 

rel igious minia ture books.  They were f ir st  introduced in the 17 t h  century and  

continued to  be pr inted  for  the next  30 0  years in  England,  Europe,  and America.  A 

thumb Bible  i s  a  shor tened form of the Bible  in  e i ther  poetry or  prose and was 

pr imar i ly intended for  the rel igious education of chi ldren.  In  addi t ion to  keeping 

children occupied  during church services,  the thumb  Bib le  provided read ing exercises 

and  proper  use o f  s imple grammar.  
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Miniature books have  enter tained and educated me for  more than three decades.  

My fir s t  s ight ing was in  an old wooden tool  chest  wi th many drawers containing 

dozens  of very smal l  books.  I  e xamined them for  hours and eventua lly bought every 

volume.  Today,  we s t i l l  keep minia ture books in  our  shop in that  tool  ches t .  They are  

avai lable in  al l  pr ice ranges,  usual ly from $100 to  $1500.  

Small  books cont inue to  capture my imagina tion.  This interes t  has led to  wri t ing 

and  lectur ing about miniatures,  as  well  as publ ishing fourteen miniature books under  

the imprint  o f Anne and  David  Bromer.  I  am always thr i l led to  see the happy surpr ise 

in  so meone’s face when f irs t  turning the pages o f a  minia ture boo k.  I t  reminds  me of  

my o wn ini t ia l  p leasure in  being introduced  to  the subjec t  many years ago.  

Guide lines  to  beginning a col lec t ion of minia ture books are the same as buying 

antiquarian books  of any genre.  Our mantra  o f 45 years in  the wor ld o f rare books i s  

to  buy what we l ike and to  purchase  the  best  cop ies our  pocketbook can afford.  See ing 

and  holding rea l  books wi l l  ensure these basic  concepts;  vir tual  rea l i ty cannot  

subst i tute  for  the sa t i s fact ion of  turning the pages o f  an actua l  book and  touching i ts  

paper ,  type,  and bind ing.  

When looking for  minia ture  books ,  there a re st i l l  antiquarian shops  to  vis i t  in 

every major  Amer ican ci ty and annual  ant iquar ian book fair s  held throughout the  

Uni ted Sta tes.  Every year ,  in terna tional  rare book shows are sponsore d through the 

Ant iquarian Booksel ler s  Associa t ion of America  ( www.abaa.org) .  These are he ld in  

Cali fornia,  New York,  and Boston.  At each,  at tendees  have the opportunity to  examine  

the books of near ly 200 dealers who exhi bi t .  Bromer Booksel ler s is  usual ly on the 

scene wi th  a  d isp lay of  rare books,  includ ing miniature books.  In addi t ion,  The 

Miniature Book Society ( www.mbs.org)  fos ters and promotes the enjoyment o f 

minia ture  books wor ldwid e.  The Society sponsors an annual  conclave where 

par t icipants can examine hundreds o f new and  ant iquar ian miniature books.   

 
An n e  C  Bro mer  i s  t h e  o wn er  o f  Bro mer  Bo o kse l l e r s  i n  Bo s to n .   An n e  can  b e  co n ta c t ed  a t  

b o o ks@b ro mmer . co m ,  o r  www.b ro mer . co m ,  t h e  reg u la r  ma i l i n g  a d d ress  i s  6 0 7  Bo y l s to n  S t ree t ,  Bo s to n  

,Ma ssa ch u se t t s  0 21 1 6 .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abaa.org/
http://www.mbs.org/
mailto:books@brommer.com
http://www.bromer.com/
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More Great Miniature Books: 

     Shakespeare’s Birds  created a t  the stud io of Mar ian and  Stephen Byrne ,  The Final  

Score ,  West  Yorkshire,  England,  2010 .  The spec ial  edi t ion tha t  I  have reviewed here 

is  a  minia ture vis i t  to  a  l i terary and ar t  museum in i tsel f .  The f ine ly prepared oak 

presenta t ion box wi th a  transparent  sl iding top reveals the green lea ther  cover  wi th  a  

hand  embro idered scene t i t led ‘Lap wing and her  chicks’ fro m the  play Hamlet .  The 

color  matching endpap ers are hand marbled.  The  fo llo wing pair s o f  accordion pages 

each conta in a  hand i l lustrated  and co lored  image of birds fro m var ious  plays  o f the 

Bard.  There are twelve addit ional  i l lustrated  vel lum pages each done  wi th the f inest  

leve l  o f i l lus tra t ion and  hand  color ing by Mar ian Byrne.  Each i l lus tra t ion is  framed 

wi th  a  de lica te  go ld l ined border  giving the i l lus trat ion an almost  three d imensional  

presenta t ion.  The companion page for  each i l lus t rat ion contains the re ference l ines 

from the p lay,  ac t  and sce ne.  Included are  the  b irds  from the fo l lo wing plays:  King 

Lear ,  King Richard III ,  Venus and Adonis,  Henry IV,  Love’s Labour  Lost ,  Richard II ,  

Anthony and Cleopatra,  Much Ado About Nothing,  Troi lus  and Cressida,  Two 

Gent leman of Verona,  and The Taming of  Th e Shrew. Each i l lustra t ion i s  more 

capt ivat ing than the previous,  i f  I  had to  pick a  favori te  i t  would be the owl.  The 

subt le  shades  o f gray def ine the night  wi th jus t  enough moonl ight  to  re f lec t   the 

bright  eyes o f the wise owl in the old tree,  ‘ Then nigh t ly  sings,  The s tar ing owl,  To -

who; Tu-Whi t ,  to -who,  a  merry no te. . ’  Love’s Labour Lost ,  Act  V scene 2 .  

Shakespeare’s Birds ,  one of those  special  books that  i s  deserving of  a  place on the 

‘high shel f’  o f every co l lec tors  l ibrary.   There a re 7  de luxe b indin gs as wel l  as 25 

standard b indings,  wi th a  blue clo th cover ,  in the press  run.  Shakespeare’s Bird’s  i s  

the f irs t  o f a  very specia l  ser ies  by Marian and Stephen,  the second t i t le  wi l l  be  

Shakespeare’s Flora,  the  third  wi l l  be Shakespeare’s Music ,  7  de luxe a s  wel l  as 25 

standard ed it ions o f each t i t le  are  planned.   

     Fina lly,  Marian and Stephen have a lso  produced another  specia l  ser ies wi th ye t  

again another  beauti ful  se t  o f i l lus tra t ions that  i s  made up of three t i t les ;  Medieval  

Labours,  Medieval  Wine ,  and las t ly Medieval  (Book Making) ,  the exac t  t i t le  has ye t  to  

be fina lized.  As I  have a  copy of the Medieval  Labours ,  I  wi l l  provide a  review of this 

l i t t le  t reasure  wi th the next  i ssue  of the Microb ibliophi le .   

     Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n :  S t ep h en  an d  Ma r ia n  Byrn e  6  Packh o rse  C lo se ,  C lay to n  Wes t ,  Hu d d ers f i e ld ,  

W.  Yo rksh i re  HD8  9 LU,  En g l a n d ,   sb @f in a l sco re .d emo n .co .u k  

 

 

     

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/james.MOD/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/sb@finalscore.demon.co.uk
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 Victorian Gingerbread  by El l i s  Rawnsley.  I l lustrated  by Claire  Campbell .  

Cincinnat i ,  Ohio:  Flying Pig Press,  2009 .  2” x  2 -1/2”,  48 pages.  I l lust rated 

throughout ,  an open edi t ion commiss ioned by Virginia  Fenton.  The cover  of  the  boo k 

is  done in  a  two color  fo i l  s tamping on treated paper  wi th  an i l lus tra t ion 

representat ive o f the book t i t le .  The  sp ine i s  a lso color  s tamped wi th the book t i t le  

and  author ’s name.  The author  provides a  b r ie f  his tory as to  the or igins of 

gingerbread and i t s  appl ica t ion to  Amer ican ho mes in the 1870’s a f ter  i t s  introduct ion 

in  England in  the  ear ly 19 t h  century.  As wood manufac tur ing techniques became more 

mechanized the ut i l iza t ion of gingerbread expanded,  t i l l  a  po int  when i t  began to  

provoke  laughter  and cr i t ic i sm. The book i s  decorated wi th several  s tyles  and var ious  

applicat ions o f a rchi tectura l  wood gingerbread  deta i l s ,  which may appeal  to  some and 

not  to  o thers.  Despi te  cr i t ic i sm thru var ious per iods o f t ime gingerbread  today i s  

enjoying a ‘reb ir th’ o f  approval  as i t  has rega ined a respec t ful  place as  a rchitec tural  

deta i l  tha t  a lso  helps to  preserve a  bi t  o f our  his tory and a view into a  t ime per iod 

when l i fe  was a  bi t  s impler .     Inc luded wi th Vic tor ian Gingerbread i s  a  br ie f 

biography of the author  wh o completed the book in 2001 but  unfortunate ly died  before  

i t  was ab le to  be published.  Victor ian Gingerbread i s  pr inted on a Cougar  paper  wi th a  

Harr ington 10 p t  type us ing an Epson inkjet  pr inter  by Mark Palkovic.  This i s  the 

four th book Mark has publish ed.  The book i t se l f  is  p resented in  a  most  professional  

format wi th a  nonpare il  marbled  pat tern uti l ized  for  the  endpapers ,  the  b ind ing done  

by Kar l  Grummich at  the John Galt  B indery.  As a person who appreciates woodwork 

as well  as  a  good book I  recommend Vic tor ian Gingerbread.  There a re 80  copies,  

unnumbered,  in the press run,  al l  s tandard ed it ions.  $30 ,  postpa id.   

     Co n ta c t  i n fo rma t io n :  Mark  Pa lko v i c  62 0  C l in to n  S p r in g s  Aven u e  Cin c inn a t i ,  OH 45 2 2 9 -1 32 5 ,  

mark.palkovic@uc.edu 

 

     The Sha me is Ours ,  by Carol ine Y.  Brandt,  Cyclone Books 2010,  and Richmond,  

VA 2010,  3  x 2  3 /8” 24 pages .  Hand bound by John M. Fie ld ,  le t terpress pr int ing by 

Paul  Morr is ,  B.  Franklin  Pr int ing Company.   The  Shame is  Ours i s  the second  offer ing 

by Cyclone Books,  As I  have said  before  l i fe  is  just  a  continuous st ream of learning 

events.  I t  i s  cer tainly a  wel l -known fac t  that  contemporary cr i t ic i sm suggested that  

Twain’s  Huckleberry Finn as being rac is t  and  offensive to  blacks.  The t i t le  o f  this  

book is  der ived from a let ter  that  Mark Twain had penned to  the dean of  the Yale Law 

School o ffer ing to  pay for  the boarding expenses o f a  black st udent .   The Shame Is 

Ours  goes on to  explain Twain’s  character  development o f Huckleber ry Finn as  a  

‘moral  awakening to  injust ice’ .  Also included  in  the book i s  a  b iography of Warner  T .  

McGuinn,  the student  who was the recip ient  o f Twain’s  o ffer  fo r  board i ng expenses.  

McGuinn af ter  graduating fro m Yale ,  went on to  lead a long and successful  
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profess ional  career ,  h is  fr iendship wi th Twain lasted t i l l  Twain’s dea th in 1910.  The 

binding is  o f excel lent  qua li ty,  the cover  as well  as the sp ine carr ies the t i t le  a ppl ied 

using a paper  that  matches the regular  text .  The endpapers are provided wi th  an ‘ear th  

tone’ marbled  paper  to  complement the co lor  and  the sl ight ly textured binding.  The  

colophon provides us wi th  al l  o f the publica t ion and  pr int ing deta i l s :  the  book  was 

pr inted  us ing Mohawk Super f ine Soft  Whi te  paper ,  the text  is  set  in a  Garamond font ,  

and  the f ir st  edi t ion press run includes  75 s igned and numbered cop ies $75.  The 

Shame is  Ours  i s  cer tainly a  f ine job and a wel l  done  piece of Amer icana for  your  

collect ion.   

     C o n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n :  Ca ro l i n e  Y.  Bra n d t  1 5 00  Wes tb ro o k  Cou r t  # 1 10 9 ,  R i ch mo n d ,  VA  2 3 2 27  

 

     26 ,  by Jeanne Goessl ing,  Grey Goose Press  2010.  26 i s  an interest ing book bound  

with black paper  over  boards and the ‘pages’  ar ranged and folded in such a  unique  

way to  emulate the be llows of  a  concer t ina,  cer ta inly no keys  inc luded,  paper  boards 

covered in a  semi -gloss black paper .  There  are nine squares folded  and arranged to  

form the book,  a l l  handmade and assembled by the author .  The insp ira t ion f or  26 can 

from another  book ‘Alpha Beta’ which highl ighted the importance of  our  alphabet  to  

Jeanne.  Things that  immedia tely come to  mind are a  telephone d irec tory,  a  dic t ionary,  

indexes,  or  a  table o f contents each requires  an alphabet  and  wi thout one wou ld be 

difficult  or  impossible  to  use.  Each le t ter  uses a  di fferent  font  and s ize .  26 is  Jeanne’s 

20 t h  book.  26  i s  great  addit ion to  your  col lect ion of alphabet  books .  1  ½” x 1  ½”,  the 

to ta l  press run wi l l  be 50 copies,  each s igned,  $25,  US shipping inc lude d.   

     Ad d i t i on a l  in fo rma t ion ,  p l ea se  co n ta c t :   J ea n n e  Go essl i n g ,  Grey  Go o se  Press ,  1 2 7 Wes t  S ta rk  Ro ad ,  

Esko ,  MN 5 5 73 3 -9 4 22  o r  Jean n e@go ess l i n g . co m  

 
     Mary Katherine  Goddard ,  by Mur ie l  Underwood,  Misce llaneous Graphics 2010.  

There is  always  a  bi t  o f the  unkno wn when you f irs t  open the cover  o f  a  new book,  

that  i s  what  new fac t ,  thought,  or  idea wi l l  you be treated to  as  you turn the pages,  the 

opportuni ty i s  a lways  there to  increase your  knowledge no matter  what  the subjec t .  So 

is  the case wi th Mary Kather ine Goddard.  Born in  1738,  she became an accomplished 

pr inter  in colonial  Amer ica and in January of 1777,  in spi te  o f  the fac t  tha t  she was a  

wo men,  “scooped’ the competi t ion,  and was awarded the  job to  pr int  the f irs t  issue  

off icial ly authorized by Cong ress o f the Declara t ion of Independence.  Mary Kather ine 

continued to  grow her  trade,  was the post  mis tress o f Balt imore from 1775 t i l l  1789 

and  published several  newspapers.  Mary Kather ine Goddard  i s  a  very interest ing and 

informative  s tory indeed .  The boo k i s  handmade by Muriel  using a Wausau Royal  

Fiber ,  smooth finish,  na tural  colored paper .  The  typeface is  Caslon,  wi th a  very 
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readable font  size.  Pr int ing was completed on an HP color  laser  jet  pr inter .  The cover  

is  done wi th  a  unique p ink French marb led p aper;  the endpapers are  handmade and 

were purchased from a Mexican suppl ier .  Mary Kather ine Goddard i s  the 28 t h  book 

that  Muriel  has created,  an exce llent  p roduct ion about an exce llent  subject;  ear ly 

Amer ican women,  a  welcome addit ion to  any co llect ion,  Am er ican histo ry,  woman in 

colonial  Amer ica,  American pr inters.  3” x 2  5 /8” ,  14 pages,  27 copies  in the numbered 

press run,  each s igned,  wi th  a  co lophon,  $30  postpaid.  Muriel ’s  next  book may be a  

based  on a poem from a 1905 women’s magazine  or  a  fantasy stor y.   

 

     Ad d i t i on a l  in fo rma t ion ,  co n ta c t  in fo rma t ion :  Mu r i e l  Un d erwo od  4 43 1  No r th  Mo nt i ce l l o  Aven ue ,  

Ch ica go ,  IL  6 0 6 2 5 -59 4 3  o r  mi scg ra p h ic s@a t t . n e t .    

 

 

Hidden Gems, A Library Visit: 

Rutgers University Library,  Miniature Book Collection,  
     www. l i b ra r i e s . ru tg ers . edu / ru l / l i b s / scua / scu a . sh tml  

 

     On a cr i sp fa l l  day this past  October ,  I  visi ted the Rutgers Univers i ty,  Alexander  

Library,  169 Col lege Avenue,  New Brunswick,  New Jersey.  The minia ture  book 

collect ion is  located  in the Special  Collect ions Depar tment o f the l ibrary.  Mr.  Michael  

Joseph,  the l ibrar ian  in charge of rare books was most  cordial  and informative 

regarding my vis i t .  The collect ion is  compr ised of about 1000 vo lumes which were 

bequeathed to  the  universi ty by Alden Jacobs,  Rutgers a lumni,  former  Minia ture Book 

Society member,  and a res ident  o f a  town neighboring the univers i ty,  Highland Park.   

     The  l ibrary has not  yet  comple ted the ir  ca ta loging  of the co llect ion however  they 

are current ly wo rking on an elec tronic ‘ find ing aid ’ that  wi l l  make the  collect ion 

more ava ilable from a perspect ive o f  research and catalog searching.  As I  ment ioned 

the co llect ion conta ins  about 1000 volumes from many authors and book ar t i s ts  

crossing many subjec t  and t opic  areas .  The  fir st  par t  o f  the col lec t ion that  Mr.  Joseph 

presented was the t i t les published by St .  Onge.  When I  opened  the  box conta ining the 

books,  the gi l t  edges were gl is tening in the l ight ;  the  col lect ion was  absolute ly 

pr is t ine as i f  i t  had just  c ome out  o f the publ isher’s case.  The l i st  o f t i t les was a  

comple te se t ,  inc luding copy number 2  o f  Noel ,  wi th  the  except ion of the Inaugura l  

Address o f  Thomas Jefferson .   The co llect ion a lso conta ined severa l  t i t les by REM 

Miniatures ,  Peter  and Donna  Thoma s,  B lack Cat  Press,  Mosaic  Press,  as wel l  as a  

sizable co llect ion of thumb b ibles .  A book tha t  caught my eye,  for  so me possib le 

research preced ing my t r ip  to  Dubl in next  July,  was  Winding Roads of  Ireland ,  by 

Jane  Conneen.   

Some of  the  ear l ier  publ ished t i t les as par t  o f  the col lec t ion are :  

mailto:miscgraphics@att.net
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  1727,  Bib lia ,  pub lished  by R.  Wilkin,  in St .  Pauls Church Yard,  London  

  1780,  Bib le in  Minia ture ,  A Concise His tory of the Old and  New Testament,  

pub lished by E.  Newberry,  at  the corner  o f  St  Pauls Church Yard,  London,   

  1842,  Dew-Drops ,  publ ished by the American Tract  Socie ty,  several  copies are 

included in the col lec t ion wi th many cover  var ia t ions  

  1848,  Friendship’s Of fering ,  publ ished by Rock Brothers and  Payne,  London  

  1896,  Holy Bible ,  (cha ined wi th a  t iny lectern) ,  pub lished by David Bryce & 

Son,  Glasgo w 

  1904,  A Christmas Caro l ,  (5  vo lume se t  with  a  s i lver  s tand) ,  publ ished by 

Henry Frowde,  London  

 

     The  l is t  would go on and on.  My message here i s  that  there i s  a  weal th  o f 

information held in the var ious l ibrar ies th at  have miniature co llect ions .  I  cer ta inly 

was  ab le to  see severa l  things tha t  I  had  never  seen before and learned some very 

interes t ing fac ts about minia ture  books tha t  are  new to  me.  My recommendat ion i s  to  

vis i t  a  l ibrary tha t  has a  miniature co llect ion ,  meet  a  new person interes ted in  

minia tures,  wr i te  a  short  ar t icle  on what  you saw, what you learned ,  what  was new or  

maybe old ,  submit  i t  to  the Microbib liophile  so tha t  we can share the knowledge .   

 

 

Fifty and Counting by Robert F. Orr Hanson , 
     Ed i to r ’ s  n o t e :  Ro b er t  F .  Orr  Ha n so n  i s  t h e  o r ig in a to r  a n d  f i r s t  ed i t o r  & p u b l i sh er  o f  t h e  

Micro b ib l io p hi l e .  

 

 Recently,  I  was looking for  some spec i fic  information for  an ar t ic le  about  minia ture 

books.  As  I  was  perusing Robert  F.  Bradbury’s  superb re ference book t i t led,  

Twentie th Century Uni ted States Minia ture  Books,  (2000)  I  began to  wonder  how 

many publ ishers o f l i t t le  books reached the  publ icat ion of f i fty t i t les .  For  instance,  

from my bib liography of  Juniper  Von Phitzer  books,  I  kno w that  Lloyd Nei lson and 

Marvin Hiemstra had produced sixty -one books.  Further ,  he now hovers near  the one 

hundred  mark s ince the 1999 publicat ion da te o f  my biography.  And,  I  kno w that  our  

es teemed co lleague,  Msgr .  Francis  Weber ,  has  completed one hundred minia ture t i t les  

under  the  impr int  o f  Junipero Serra Press .  But I  quest ioned  mysel f ,  who else had  

arr ived at  my arb itrar i ly  se t  mi les tone of f i f ty t i t les?     

This ar t ic le  wi l l  l i s t ,  in alphabetica l  order ,  the  f i fteen publ i shers that  reached that  

mi les tone,  (50  t i t les) ,  as  well  as the beginning and ending dates o f  the publ icat ions ,  

accord ing to  Twentieth Century Uni ted Sta tes Minia ture Books.  In so me cases,  a  

publisher  has  produced  a grea ter  number o f t i t les than found in th e re ference work 

because of tha t  book’s year  o f publicat ion,  i .e .  2000.  I  must  state  that  the number o f  
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f i fty in no way d isparages any other  publ ishers or  the ir  t i t les as ment ioned  in the 

Bradbury book.  Indeed,  some publishers  have produced only one book w hi le  severa l  

others have  almost  approached the f i fty t i t le  mi les tone.  I  guess  i t  was my need to  be 

brief in selec t ing the parameter  o f ’50 t i t les’ or  J im Brogan would no t  be able to  p r int  

such a lengthy ar t icle  in  the MICROBIBLIOPHILE. So le t ’s  discover  wh o is  par t  o f 

this  group of publishers .  Final ly,  i f  you do no t  a lready have your  o wn copy of the 

Twentie th Century Uni ted States Minia ture  Books,  i t  i s  a  great  re ference addi t ion for  

any col lec tor  o f miniature books .  

1 .  AMISTAD PRESS –  the late  Yolanda  Carter  publ ished both micro -minia ture  

and  miniature sized books whose subjects,  most ly,  were centered around the 

state  o f Texas  –  her  ho me was in Austin.  Yolanda published 64 t i t les be tween 

1976 and 1999,   in add it ion to  24  i ssues o f her  newsle t ter  be tween 1980 a nd  

1984.  

2 .  BLACK CAT PRESS –  Personally,  I  thought that  the late  Norman Forgue 

(Stokie,  IL)  was a  per fectionist .  His miniature books are favor i tes  o f mine,  and 

his miniature rooms were works o f ar t .  Between 1937 and 1985  he  publ ished 

103 miniature t i t les.  

3 .  BORROWERS PRESS –  Jane  Bernier ,  based in Maine,  publ ished do ll  house 

size books from 1974 to  at  leas t  1987.  There are  70 t i t les  documented,  the las t  

two are no t  spec i fical ly dated.  

4 .  BRONTE PRESS –  Two sis ter s Suzanne Pruchnicki  and Elmira Wilkey from 

Manteno,I l l ino is formed the Bronte Press and produced 51 t i t les between 1981 

and  1999,  add it ional  tomes have since been added to  thei r  l is t  o f 

accomplishments,  the to tal  today s tands a t  more than 90 t i t les.  

5 .  DAWSON’S BOOK SHOP –  Glen and  the  la te  Mary Ellen Dawson  were the 

paramount  benefactors o f al l  manner  o f enthusiasts  in the wor ld o f minia ture 

books.  Glen was the f ir s t  subscr iber  to  the MICROBIBLIOPHILE in 1977.  

There were  92 t i t les published under  the imprint  of Dawson’s  Book Shop  (  

Pasadena,  Cali fornia)  from 1949  to  1994.  

6 .  HILLSIDE PRESS –  The  late  Frank and Eleanor  I rwin published  65 t i t les  fro m 

1961 –  1987.  The Irwins  pr inted their  books f ir st  in New Hampshire and later  

in  Buffa lo ,  New York.  E leanor  moved to  Georgia ,  a fter  Frank passed,  then 

back to  Buffalo ,  and f inally to  Bellevue,  Washington.  I  wi l l  a lways  remember 

the Irwins,  espec ial ly,  E leanor ,  for  her  long telephone  ca ll s  to  my wife  Helen 

and  me.  
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7.  JUNIPER VON PHITZER PRESS –  High on a hi l l  in San Francisco,  the 

crea tive  genius o f  Lloyd  Neilson and Marvin  Hiemstra publ ished 64 t i t les 

between 1985 and 1999.  The press has drawn on as tute  imaginat ion,  end less  

ar t i s t ic  ta lent  and highly ski l led craft smanship to  create their  books.  Juniper ,  

Von,  and Phitzer  were three be loved cats for  who the press was named.  T he 

tota l  number  o f t i t les today hovers a t  100.  

8 .  KITMAUG PRESS –  Frank Anderson,  o f Spartanburg,  South Caro lina  

chr istened his p ress  ‘ Kitemaug ’  which means “the place of good  fi shing”  in the 

Mohawk Indian language.  KITMAUG has publ ished  89 t i t les be tween the  years 

of 1965 and 1999,  the to tal  number  o f t i t les through 2010 is  an incredible 108.  

9 .  MOSAIC PRESS –  Mir iam Owen Irwin,  Cinc innati  Ohio  was the o rganizer  and 

hostess for  the  fir s t  Miniature Book Society Conclave  in 1983,  and we a l l  owe 

her  a  great  debt  o f  gra t i tude .  Her  most ly micro -minia ture  books add to  a  total  

of 99 t i t les  and were  published fro m 1977 thru 1999,  wi th add it iona l  t i t les 

added in recent  years.  

10.  BARBARA J .  RAHEB –  (Agoura Hi l l s ,  Cal i fornia) ,  The most  pro li f ic  publisher  

of t iny books i s  my de ar  fr iend Barbara ,  who produced volumes and vo lumes 

under  the  impr ints o f :  Mudlark Miniatures ,  The  Lit t les t  Library,  and the  

Pennyweight Press.  This  extremely ta lented ar t is t  publ ished 515 t i t les be tween 

1976 and 1999.  No one in the f ie ld  o f minia ture  book s has produced anywhere 

near  this to ta l  and she  i s  to  be congra tula ted –  and thanked.  Alas,  this  dear  

lady was forced to  ret ire  fro m booking making in 2002,  due to  a  vis ion 

condit ion.  An addit ional  15 t i t les  tha t  are not  par t  o f the ‘Bradbury l is t ’  are  

added to  the total  p roduced for  a  grand total  o f 530 t i t les.   

11.  REM  MINIATURES –  One of the ear l ier  publ ishers o f  minia ture books and  

other  i tems I  wi l l  cal l  ‘cur ios i t ies’ is  Bob Massmann,  New Br it ian,  

Connect icut .  My f ir st  contac t  wi th Bob  was over  twenty yea rs ago when he 

graciously sent  me a  copy of the ‘Minia ture Book Collector ’  magazine 

published br ie f ly by Achi l le  J .  St .  Onge .  Between 1962 and 1999,  Bob has 

crea ted and  publ ished 104 t i t les,  wi th addi t iona l  t i t les publ ished since the 

Bradbury volume was co mpiled .  

12.  THE PRESS OF WORD SCHORI –  A long t ime pr inter  and publisher  f rom 

I l l inois and a c lose fr iend of Norman Forgue was  the late  Ward  Shor i .  He  was 

especial ly noted for  his des igner  b indings –  a  few of which were bound by the 

very ta lented bookbinder  fr o m Spain –  Josephina Diez.  Ward Schor i  passed 
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away in 1994,  a fter  publ ishing 84 t i t les fro m 1964,  the last  four  t i t le  published 

by his  wife and son.  

13.  JUNIPERO SERRA PRESS –  Msgr .  Francis J .  Weber  i s  the Archivist  o f the 

Archdiocese o f  Los Angeles.  However ,  here we are concerned wi th his  

minia ture  books.  The Bradbury re ference  work l i st s  a  to tal  o f 67 t i t les 

published under  the Junipero Serra Press imprint .  However ,  in 1995,  Opusca la 

Press publ ished a  ful l  s ize book of essays  by Msgr.  Weber ,  the t i t le  o f whic h i s  

‘Li t t le  is  Beauti ful  o f  Make Mine  A Small  One’ ,  i t  conta ined my annotated 

bibliography of the Junipero  Serra Press t i t les 76 through 100.  I  th ink that  

there are even a  few addit ional  t i t les ;  to  be exac t  through 2009  the  Monsignor  

has t i t led 126 minia t ure volumes.  As an as ide you the reader  may be  inte res ted 

to  know a few addit iona l  fac ts about other  wr it ing of this product ive wr iter :  by 

1980 he had wri t ten 72 ful l -size books as well  as  250 learned essays  and 

ar t icles,  250 book reviews,  and near ly 1000 newspaper  ar t ic les.  Last ly,  I  am 

gra teful  to  him for  the cont r ibutions that  he has made to  the  

MICROBIBLIOPHILE over  more than 20 years.  

14.  TABULA RASA PRESS –  I  f i r st  met  the  la te  John Lathourakis and  his love ly 

wife ,  Gize lla ,  whi le  I  and my wife Helen were visi t ing central  Cal i fornia  

several  years ago .  I  remember that  John had the greates t  sense o f  humor of 

anyone who m I  had met .  The Tabula Rasa Press had  published 91 minia ture  

t i t les by 1999 .  

15.  Peter  and  Donna  Thomas –  Origina lly,  these ar t i st s  pub lished unde r  the press 

name of the Good Book Press.  They are  s t i l l  located in Santa Cruz,  Cal i fornia.  

Peter  and  Donna  had published 56 t i t les  between 1980 and 1999,  the total  

today for  the press has passed the 100  t i t le  mi les tone.  

 

And There You Have It  
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The three fo l lo wing short  fea tures,  ‘Meet the Collector ’,  ‘Meet the Book Selle r ’,  and 

‘Meet the Publisher ’ are  our  way to  ge t  to  know each o ther .  Our intention is  to  

include these three i tems in  each i ssue.  P lease  feel  free to  contr ibute your  o wn sh ort  

story to  the Microbibl iophi le ,  so  we can share the knowledge.  

 

MEET THE COLLECTOR: 

Downsizing Is the Answer!  By Joan Knoertzer:  

     Once upon a t ime,  I  star ted  col lect ing books,  I  was small ,  and the books were 

large.  They were music  books! When I  bec ame an adult ,  i  cont inued to  amass large  

books.  One day i t  dawned on me that  I  had no more room for  the many accumulat ions  

I  had made,  and s tar ted to  downsize! My many music books went to  a  universi ty.  I  

even moved to  a  smal ler  home.  But  I  missed  my addic t ion.  I  needed books again.  

That 's  when I  met Don Sanford,  a  miniature book collec tor .  He had  an exhibit ion of 

his col lec t ion in Chicago.  I  got  on the tra in and went  to  see i t .  He gave me the  

answer :  "Downsize your  books! Buy miniatures!"  What  a  genius! I  b egan collec t ing 

again.  My smaller  house  became fi l led wi th  miniatures.  Then I  began a  business buil t  

around  my books:  The Library Bed  and Breakfas t .  I  named my roo ms after  var ious 

kinds o f  books .  One room became "The MiniatureRoom".  I  f i l led i t  wi th my col lec t ion 

of commercia l  miniatures.  i  kep t  the finely made  miniatures for  the "Wel l  Red Room" 

where guests could eat  b reakfast  and quickly review a small  book.  The books are a l l  

red,  and well  read! You see ,  who has more fun than those who have discovered the se 

minia ture  wonders.  As I  continued my col lec t ing,  I  found that  my minia ture books had  

also downsized.  Microbibliophi les became my next  focus.  My lates t  purchase  ac tua lly 

has three  s izes o f the same book. . .a  minia ture,  mini ,  and a micromini .  So you see ,  

downsiz ing i s  the answer to  happiness. . .and  you thought i t  was chocolate! So d id I !  

So I  found a mini  chocolat ier  who made me a mini  chocola te  book! NOW, I  can l ive 

happily ever  a fter .   

     So downsize!  " I  have 2000 books  and no bookcase.  No one wi l l  loan me a 

bookcase."  Henny Youngman (1906 -1998)   

 
     Jo a n  Kn o er t ze r  i s  a  b oa rd  memb er  o f  t h e  MBS  (Min ia tu re  Bo o k  S oc i e t y ) ,  a n d  rep resen t s  t h e  

o rg a n i za t i o n  a t  t h e  yea r l y  mee t i n g  o f  o u r  a f f i l i a te ,  FABS  (Fe l l o wsh ip  o f  Amer i ca n  B ib l i o p h i l i c  

S o c i e t i e s ) .  S h e  i s  pa s t  p re s iden t  o f  t he  Bo o k  Clu b  o f  De t ro i t ,  a nd  h a s  se rved  i n  a l l  e xecu t i ve  p o s i t i o n s .  

S h e  wa s  co -cha i r  o f  MBS  Con c la ve  XXIV  in  An n  Arbo r ,  Mich ig an .  Jo an  wa s  a l so  t h e  ch a i rp erso n  o f  t h e  

FABS  Bo o k  To u r  o f  2 0 10  i n  An n  Arb o r  a nd  De t ro i t .  S h e  s t a r t ed  co l l ec t i ng  b oo ks  a t  a n  ea r l y  a g e  an d  

h a s  severa l  co l l e c t i o n s  i n  majo r  l i b ra r i e s .  S h e  i s  a  b o a rd  memb er  o f  t h e  Wi l l i a m L .  C lemen t s  L ib ra ry  

o f  Amer i ca n a  a t  t h e  Un ivers i t y  o f  Michig a n ,  a n d  h a s  se rved  o n  th e  De t ro i t  Pu b l i c  L ib ra ry  Bu r to n  

S p ec ia l  Co l l ec t i o n s  bo a rd .  Sh e  ch a i red  t h e  MBS  co mmi t t ee  t o  red es ig n  th e  MBS  Tra ve l i n g  Exh ib i t ,  an d  

i s  t h e  ch a i r  o f  t h e  MBS  Di s t in g u i sh ed  Bo o k  Awa rd  f o r  201 1 .  S h e  h a s  wr i t t en  ma n y  a r t i c l e s  a n d  on e  
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min ia tu re  b oo k ,  "Jea nn e  d 'a rc" .  S h e  h a s  a  sma l l  bu s in ess  i n  An n  Arb o r ,  Th e  L ib ra ry  Bed  & Brea k fa s t ,  

wh ere  t h ere  j u s t  ha p p en s  t o  b e  a  Mi n ia tu re  Roo m.  Jo a n  i s  a l so  a  p ro f e ss io na l  mu s i c ian  (p ia n i s t )   wh o  

co n t inu es  t o  p er fo rm reg u la r l y .  S a y  h e l l o  t o  Jo a n  a t  e i th er  l i b ra ryb a n db @g ma i l . co m  or  P  O b o x  3 3 8 7 ,  

An n  Arb o r ,  MI  4 8 10 6  

 

MEET THE BOOKSELLER: 

Do Some Books Take French Leave, by Micheal Garbett:  

     I  found my fir s t  fore  edge pa int ing by chance.  Serendipi ty i s  probably a  bet ter  

word to  use,  because I  was  more  than happy wi th  the  book.  The pa int ing was a  huge 

bonus.   

     I t  was a  copy of  the  Pet i t  Paro iss ien Bijou . . . suivis De La Messe Du Marr iage,  

pr inted  by Perroux  in Dijon,  circa.  1860.  I t  was bound in ful l  dark blue  morocco wi th 

si lk end papers,  g i l t  pa t terned doublures and a very fine  gi l t  decora ted spine.  A choice 

i tem.  I  was handling the  bo ok la ter ,  whi le  measuring for  a  descr ipt ion,  when I  r ipp led 

the fore  edge and there i t  was ,  ‘a  d is tant  view of  a  church,  probably in Par is ,  seen 

through a po inted archway ’ .   

     I  was very new to  the business o f bookse ll ing,  and sold i t  on too quickly,  an d  I  

never  thought I  would  ever  see i t  again —unti l  this  week.  A local  ant ique dea ler  rang 

to  say he had a book tha t  might be o f  interes t  to  me.  As i f !  

Sometimes i t  seems to  me tha t  some books just  hang around,  wait ing to  be found.  I  do  

kno w that  many t imes,  when I  have been asked  to  look out  for  a  book that  I  have 

never  seen before,  wi thin a  short  t ime I  have found a copy.  Some people believe that  

there i s  no such thing as  synchronic i ty.  What i s  happening,  they say,  i s  ‘apophenia ’ ,  

the ab il i ty we have of  fin ding meaning and  s igni f icance where none actually exis ts .   

They may be r ight ,  but  I  cannot help fee l ing tha t  this  book’s journey is  by no means 

f inished,  and that  there is  someone out  there wait ing for  i t  to  sur face again,  and  

continue the story.   

     Edi tor’s  Note:  For those readers no t  acquainted wi th  the term ‘ fore edge 

painting’  i t  refers to  the  painted  images tha t  are  revealed when the pages of  a  book 

are ‘ fanned’  bu t  then d isappears when the book is  ‘closed’ .  The un ique art  form 

f lourished  in  the e ighteenth and nineteenth cen turies .  A more extensive explanat ion 

and examples o f  fore  edge decorat ions can be reviewed wi thin ‘Minia ture books ,  

4 ,000 Years o f  T iny Treasures’ ,  A.  Bromer and  J.  Edison,  Abrams,  New York,  2006 

and The Microbib liophile :  Volume XII ,  I ssue No.  3’Miniature Fore -Edge Paint ings’  

Msgr.  Francis J .  Weber.  

     Micheal Garbett  is  an antiquarian  book se l ler,  fu l l t ime  for the las t  30 years ,  

based in  England.  Mike was orig inal ly  a  schoolmaster who co llec ted books,  eased into  

se l l ing books,  and then decided  to  g ive  up teach ing and pursue his se l l ing ful l t ime .    

mailto:librarybandb@gmail.com
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He opened a bookshop but  so  l iked a ttending book fairs with  h is wi fe  Jeanne,  he 

decided  to  se l l  the  book store  and spec ial ize in  o ld  minia ture books.  Mike has 

at tended every Min iature Book Socie ty  Conclave  since Wi ll iamsburg in  1991.  He i s  a  

member ILAAB and ABA, Grol ier Club,  Bristo l  Gol f  Club,  and  the  Knowle Cricke t  

Club .  A side benef i t  o f  dealing in  min iature books,  “Did the Hong Kong Antiquarian  

Book-fa ir  with  a  carryon bag .    

 
     C o n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  i s :  1  Over  Co u r t  Mews ,  Over  La n e ,  A lmo n d sb u ry ,  S .  Glo s .  BS 32  4 DG,  
En g la nd ,  o r  www.mgb o o ks . co .u k   

 

 

MEET THE PUBLISHER:   

 

     Bronte Press:  The press was founded in 1977,  in Manteno I l l ino is by Suzanne 

Granzo w Pruchnicki  and  her  si ster  E lmira Smith Wilkey.   Suzanne ,  in d iscussing the  

his tory of the press,  exp lained that  her  love of books and ar t  goes back to  her  

childhood during which she rece ived one book a year .   Suzanne was a lso  an ar t  

teacher  as was her  grandmother  and has t rave led extensively throughout  the wor ld 

bui lding her  experiences  and knowledge  of hand colored pr inted ar t .  The connect ion 

here i s  tha t  a l l  o f  the  i l lustrat ions  tha t  are conta ined in  each publ ished book fro m the  

press a re or igina l  ar t ,  o f ten they are hand colored by Suzanne.  Early on the two 

founders were “reso lved  that  a  happy marr iage  between text  and i l lus tra t ion would be 

integral  to  Bronte Press books.”  

     The  ac tua l  beginning of the p ress  s tar ted wi th a  pr in t ing ‘press’  that  Suzanne was  

able to  purchase a long wi th  the  other  required mater ia ls  from a  local  weekly 

newspaper  pr inter ,  B il l  Mansfie ld ,  who occupied the same bui lding as her  fami ly’s  

farm implement business.  “I f I  had  a prob lem he  solved i t  for  me” .  

     Over  the years  the  press has produced more than 90 handmade minia ture  t i t les as 

wel l  as larger  volumes each wi th the s ignature hand  colored or igina l  i l lustrat ions .  In 

1981 Suzanne marr ied  Paul  Pruchnicki ,  today they both operate  the Bronte Press as 

wel l  as the ir  ar t  museum. A l i st  o f  ava ilable  t i t les i s :   Gilbert  & Sul l ivan ,  The  

Beaut i fu l  Vivien Leigh,  Ire land’s Golden Age,  Anna Pavlova,  Princess Pipsqueak,  

Shakespeare’s Seasons,  Charlo tte  Bronte’s  Best  Friend,  S ir  Laurence Ol ivier ,  The 

Poet and the Feminis t ,  Edgar Allan  Poe,  Moliere,  Twang Di l lo  Dee,  Vaslav Ni janska,  

Mischka and the Magic Pic ture,  Twi l igh t  of  an  Empire ,  Marie Antoinet te  and the  

Diamond Necklace,  Kate  Greenway,  and a Visi t  to  St .  Petersburg,  Russia .  The most  

recent  t i t le  fro m the  pres s i s  ‘Robin Hood’  and work i s  underway on ye t  another  new 

t i t le  ‘Chris tmas in  the Coaching Days’ .   

 

     Co n ta ct  i n fo rma t io n  i s :  Su za n n e  Pru ch n ick i  Bron t e  Press  a n d  Mu seu m,  6 71 2 N,  41 80 W,  

Bo u rb o nn a i s ,  IL ,  6 0 9 14  

http://www.mgbooks.co.uk/
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A BOOK SHOP VISIT: 

A Rainy Day on Cape Cod, by Jim Brogan 

 

     Ear ly in November,  I  was spending a few days  on Cape Cod,  Massachuse tt s ,  and 

decided  i t  was  t ime to  vis i t  a  bookstore .  A bookstore vis i t  is  a  good cure to  chase 

away the cold wind  and rainy c louds of the day  and  as a lways  f ind something  of 

interes t  for  your  co llect ion.  The bookstore I  choose to  vis i t  was I sa iah Thomas Books 

loca ted  in Cotuit ,  not  fa r  fro m Hyannis i f  you are fami l iar  wi th the area .  The shop i s  

stocked wi th thousands of books on every conceivable subject .  

     The  owner  o f  the shop,  J im Visbeck,  was a  most  grac ious  and informative host .  As 

soon as I  said  tha t  I  was  inte rested  in miniature books J im proceeded to  pul l  several  

boxes o f  books from the ir  sa fe keep ing on var ious she lves.  My f ir st  search was 

through a t  least  a  hundred St  Onge books,  looking for  any var iants or  a  few books in 

better  condit ion than those in my col lec t ion,  one being a near  per fec t  copy of The Last  

Wi ll  and  Testament o f  An Extremely Dist inguished Dog .  No var iants per  say but  a  very 

good se lec t ion of St .  Onge mater ial s .  Next I  looked  through severa l  i tems that  were 

the work of REM Miniatures,  find ing an abso lutely mint  copy of the publisher ’s 

‘b ibl iography’ .  

     J im told  severa l  inte res t ing s tor ies gathered over  his many years in the book 

business.  What  a  great  way to  spend an afternoon.  How about  shar ing a  shor t  s tory 

about your  favori te  book shop,  wri te  i t  up and send  i t  to  Microbib liophi le ,  so  we can 

share i t  wi th al l  o f our  readers.  Who kno ws when you may f ind yoursel f  in  a  new 

place  or  even take a  t r ip  to  vis i t  a  new bookshop .   

 

     Th e  co n ta c t  i n fo rma t io n  fo r  I sa ia h  Th o ma s  Bo o ks  i s :  4 6 3 2  Fa lmou th  Roa d ,  Co tu i t ,  MA 0 2 6 35  –  

2 5 3 3 ,  te l ep ho n e  50 8 -4 28 -2 7 52 ,  ema i l :  i s t h o ma s@a o l . co m  

 

SECOND TIME AROUND: 

The wor ld o f miniature books i s  large and there  is  al ways  an inf lux of new people 

looking to  ga in knowledge  and under s tand jus t  what  i s  what .  So as to  be a  service to  

the newcomers  we wi l l  provide a  previously published book review from an ear l ier  

issue  of the Microb ibl iophi le  f rom t ime to  t ime.  Do you have a miniature  that  has not  

been previously reviewed or  i f  you would  l ike to  share your  favori te  book,  p lease let  

us know about  i t .  Send an emai l  or  s t ick  a  stamp,  we wi l l  be wai t ing  for  your  review.  

Micro b ib l io p hi l e  t r i v ia ,  t h e  f i r s t  min ia tu re  b o ok  t o  b e  rev i ewed  i n  th e  Microb ib l io p h i l e  (1 9 7 7 )  ,  wa s  a  

se t  o f  b o o ks ,  ‘P l ea san t  Be th ’  a n d  ‘Th e  Da r l i n g  Twin s ’  o f fe red  a t  $ 1 .7 5  ea ch  b y  Rob er t  L .  Merr ia m o f  

Co n wa y ,  NH.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

Annual  Oxford Ant iquar ian Book Fair  

January 22 -23 Oxford,  UK www.oxfordbookfair .com  

 

50 t h  Stuttgar t  Ant iquar ian Book Fair  

January 28 –  30 t h  Stuttgar t ,  Germany   www.antiquare.de  

 

36 t h  Cambr idge Ant iquarian Book Fair  

Febuary18  –  19 t h  Cambr idge,  UK  www.cambr idgebookfair .com  

 

44 t h  Cali fornia  Internat ional  Antiquarian Book Fair ,   

February 11 -13 t h   2011,  San Francisco,  CA  www.abaa.org  

 

4T h  Annual  Savanna Book Fest iva l ,  

February 18 -20 t h  2011,  Savannah,  GA  www.savannahbookfest iva l .org  

 

51 s t  New York Internat ional  Antiquarian Book Fair ,  

Apri l  7 -10 t h   2011,  New York Ci ty  www.abaa.org  

 

Grand Conclave  XXIX,  Miniature Book Society  

July 29  –  August  1 s t ,  Dublin,  Ireland www.mbs.org  

 

PUBLICATIONS EXCHANGED: 

1.  Miniature Book Society Newslet ter ,  No 85  November 2010,  membership  

information act ivi t ies ,  and miniature book informati on;                                                                         

newsle t ter  contac t:   Joan Bor ing,  Editor  3204 Wild wood Road,  Middle town,  

OH 45042 USA joan-bor ing@yahoo.co m       www.mbs.org                                                                                               

2 .  Univers i ty o f  Nor th Texas,  Book & Friends Vol .  24 No.  1  2010 ,  news and 

information fro m the Will i s  Library,  Rare Book Room, contact  Jenni fer  

Sheehan,  Cura tor  UNT Librar ies 1155 Union Circle ,  Denton,  TX 76203 -5017 

Jenni fer .Sheehan@uni t .edu  

3 .  Fel lo wship of Amer ican Bibliophil ic  Socie t ies,  Vol.  XIV No.  2  (Fal l  2010)  

contac t  information:  Kay Michael  Kramer,  1717  Winesap Lane,  Kirkwo od,  MO 

63122 USA ed itor@fabsbooks.org  

http://www.oxfordbookfair.com/
http://www.abaa.org/
http://www.savannahbookfestival.org/
http://www.abaa.org/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/james.MOD/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/www.mbs.org
mailto:joan-boring@yahoo.com
mailto:Jennifer.Sheehan@unit.edu
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/james.MOD/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/editor@fabsbooks.org
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CATALOGES RECEIVED: 

1.  Bromer Booksel ler s,  Fa l l  2010,  Boston,  MA,                                                                     

e-mai l :  books@bro mer.com,  www.bromer.co m 

2.  Bromer Booksel ler s,  New Acquisi t ions,  Cata log 133  and Catalog 134 ,        

Boston,  MA,  e -mai l :  books@bromer.com,  www.bromer.com 

3.  Tracy Bradbury Minia ture Books,  Catalogue  #54  & Catalogue  #55,  Brooklyn,  

NY, e -mail :  bradburyminibooks@gmai l .com  

4.  Karen Nyman,  Catalogue #27  & #28,  San Diego,  CA                                     

e-mai l :  karennyman2@cox.net  

5 .  Bubb Kuyper ,  November  2010,  Haarlem, Nether lands,                                                       

e-mai l :  info@bubbkuyper .com www.bubbkuyper .com 

6.  Michael  Garbet t  Antiquarian Books,  Almondsbury,  England ,                                                

e-mai l :  garbe tt t469@bt interne t .com,   www.mgbooks.co.uk  

7 .  Lux Mentis Bookse lle rs,  Sep tember  2010 ,  Port land,  Maine,  USA,                                    

e-mai l :  ian. luxmentis .com www.luxmentis.com 

8.  Gai l  Curry –  Books,  Ser ies I I ,  Cata log Number 9 ,  Over land Park ,  KS             

e-mai l :  curry.gai l@at t .net  

 

CLASSIFIED WISH LISTS:  

 
As a feature for  subscr ibers the Microbib liophile  wi l l  o ffer  a  ‘c lassi f ied  l i st ing 

service’  wi th each i ssue.  We do not  plan,  at  th is  t ime,  to  charge for  this service,  each 

message should be no more than 250 charac ters.  Send your  informat ion to  the Editor  

for  inc lus ion in the next  issue.  

 

Neale Albert  is  looking for  two miniature books  by Aseo Hoshino --  Kwaidan and 

Ichiaku No Suna,  and a lso for  the special  ed it ions o f the Aseo Hoshino books."   I  am 

thinking of doing a Hoshino bib liography.  Contact  information:  nma8156@yaho o .com 

 

Kather ine Bakunas i s  looking for  the pr inted  copies o f the ear ly MBS Newsle t ter s,  

pr ior  to  October  o f  1989 ,  contact  informat ion:  kkbakunas@gmai l .co m  

 

mailto:books@bromer.com
http://www.bromer.com/
mailto:books@bromer.com
http://www.bromer.com/
mailto:karennyman2@cox.net
mailto:info@bubbkuyper.com
http://www.bubbkuyper.com/
mailto:garbettt469@btinternet.com
http://www.mgbooks.co.uk/
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/james.MOD/Application%20Data/Microsoft/Word/ian.luxmentis.com
http://www.luxmentis.com/
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‘Riley’ the IRWS, Associate Editor, ‘on the ground’ in Dublin 

   

 

 

BUSINESS CARD ADVERTISING: 

 

Get the word out, no charge for placement ti ll  June 2011  

 

      

I wonder if they have any 

miniature books about dogs?  

When is the MBS Conclave? 

Where is St. James Gate? 

Karen Nyman, Miniature Books 

  
Call or Email for a Free Catalog 

  
Phone: 619-226-4441               karennyman2@cox.net 

  
702 Rosecrans Street, San Diego CA  92106-3013 

M. Byrne 2010 


